
 

Background 

Burnamakiman Hydro Community Fund benefits those living in South Cowal. From 2019 

South Cowal Community Council (SCCC) has had an annual community benefit from the 

Hydro Scheme. This has been distributed to local community groups and individuals after 

submission of a successful application. The sum available will vary in line with the price of 

electricity and the efficient operation of the hydro scheme. In 2025/26, the total available is 

around £9,000 

Groups, individuals and organisations working to benefit people in South Cowal can apply to 

the Fund. Applications from groups or organisations must have a governing document or a set 

of rules and be set up on a not-for-profit basis; groups do not have to be a registered charity 

to apply. Applications from individuals must identify the specific benefits to that individual. 

Applications from groups/individuals/organisations located outwith the Fund area will be 

considered on a case-by-case basis and must demonstrate clear benefit for residents of the 

South Cowal area. 

In the event that there are more requests for funds than the funds available, SCCC reserves 

the right to give priority to applications from 1st time applicants. 

Making a Difference 

The Fund will provide grants to support projects that: 

• Enhance the quality of life for local residents of all ages. 

• Contribute to vibrant, healthy, successful and sustainable communities. 

• Promote community spirit and encourage community activity. 

Timescales 

Adverts to be placed in local paper and locally in October 2025. 

Deadline for submission of applications: Sunday 16 November 2025 

Applications considered in  November/December 2025 by a sub committee of SCCC 

Applicants will be notified by end December 2025 

Cheques to the successful applicants will be issued in early January 2026 and MUST 

be cashed within 4 weeks of receipt. 

The decisions of South Cowal Community Council will be final with no appeals considered or 

correspondence entered into.  

All applicants, both successful and unsuccessful, are welcome to re-apply in the future.  

Successful applicants will be required to provide evidence of how the funding has been 

spent on their project. If a successful applicant finds that other funds essential for the 

project have been delayed or unlikely to be available, SCCC must be told of this as 
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early as possible. If a successful applicant spends funds on something other than 

what was applied for, a refund will be required. 

There is one round of funding every 2nd year.  

 

 

 

CONDITIONS 

 

The following conditions apply to the Burnamakiman Hydro community benefit grant: 

 

1 The funds must be spent solely for the purposes stated in your application. 

2 South Cowal Community Council should get a report on your use of the funds after they 

have been spent or, at the latest, by end November 2026. 

3 The report should be brief and include the following: 

a. What you spent the money on. 

b. What other funds you used to complete the project if the community benefit funds 

did not cover 100% of the costs. 

c. If the project is not completed at the time of your report, please say when it will be. 

d. Optionally, the community council would be pleased to hear of any suggestions you 

may have on how the funds are distributed. 

4 Please send your report to the secretary, Michael Breslin, at michael@breslin.scot 

 

 

mailto:michael@breslin.scot

